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October 12,2023 Kikuchi + Kankel
Design Group

Jill Ekas Landscape Architecture

Community Development Director Environmental Design
: Site Planni

City of Half Moon Bay e rlanning

501 Main Street
Half Moon Bay, CA 94019

RE: Stone Pine Cove (880 Stone Pine Road)
Heritage Tree Removals

Dear Jill:

On behalf of the project team we have prepared the following narrative to describe the disposition
of trees potentially impacted by the construction of the proposed housing development at 880
Stone Pine Road. Please note: where referenced, tree species, sizes (d.b.h.), locations, and numbers,
are sourced from the project’s arborist report prepared by West Coast Arborists, dated August 21,
2023.

The arborist’s report describes 152 existing trees on the property.! Trees #1-40 comprise an existing
hedge row along the western property boundary; trees #41-46 are scattered along the south-facing
slope on the northern edge of the proposed development. All of these trees will remain and be
protected for the duration of construction per the recommendations in the arborist’s report.

The remaining 106 trees, #47-158, are generally located in dense clusters in the southwestern corner
of the site, and will be removed. These trees are typically small, volunteer saplings of undesirable or
invasive species. Of these, only 12 specimens meet the definition of a "heritage trees” per the City's
Municipal Code (§7.40.020).

Eight of the heritage trees are Monterey pines (Pinus radiata), ranging in size from 12-15 inches
d.b.h., with an average size of 13.4 inches; three of the heritage trees are Monterey cypress
(Hesperocyparis macrocarpa), ranging in size from 12-15 inches d.b.h. with an average size of 13.3
inches; the remaining heritage tree is a shining willow (Salix lucida). This tree has numerous leaders

T Existing trees are numbered 1-158 in the arborist’s report, but numbers 109-114 are omitted. Only 152 trees are
specifically identified, measured, and located in the report.
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emerging from its base with a range of 2 to 7 inches d.b.h. and has the appearance of a large shrub.
Due to the numerous basal leaders, we are considering this a heritage tree per typical arboriculture
conventions, but we note that the City’s code is ambiguous on this matter.

Heritage Tree Removal Table

Tree # Species Size
(d.b.h. in inches)
47 Salix lucida 7
54 Hesperocyparis macrocarpa 15
55 Pinus radiata 13
56 Pinus radiata 15
70 Hesperocyparis macrocarpa 12
76 Hesperocyparis macrocarpa 13
79 Pinus radiata 12
88 Pinus radiata 12
21 Pinus radiata 14
92 Pinus radiata 15
143 Pinus radiata 12
147 Pinus radiata 14

Tree numbers per project arborist’s report.

The removal of these 12 heritage trees is necessary for the successful development of the project.
Significant site grading and site preparation, mobile home installation, and utility installation all
provide good cause for the proposed removal; no reasonable or feasible alternatives exist for
alternative site development that would allow these trees to be preserved. We would also note that
the trees proposed for removal have limited landscape value in residential settings; Monterey pines
are particularly shallow-rooted and susceptible to numerous pests and diseases, including pitch
canker.
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Per City code, heritage trees shall be replaced “on a one-for-one basis with a minimum size twenty-
four-inch box specimen tree” (§7.40.060). The current Landscape Site Plan and Schematic Planting
Plan proposes approximately 69 new 24" box trees to be installed throughout the new development,
a ratio of nearly 6:1. Proposed replacement species may include Monterey cypress (as infill for
portions of the existing hedge row), Catalina ironwood (Lyonothamnus floribundus), New Zealand
Christmas tree (Metrosideros excelsus), and Chinese elm (Ulmus parvifolia "True Green’), though final
species and locations are still to be determined. The ultimate goal for all the proposed new plantings
is for species and locations to be optimized for long-term success.

Please don't hesitate to contact my office with any questions or concerns.

Sinceyely,

Tom Conroy
Partner, Senior Associate
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